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EDITORIAL 

‘The approaches for tribel welfare and development in our county during the post- 
independence period and stratagies for Implementation have undergone the processes of 
‘vanstoration ver the yoar, The renewed efforts in this regerd are in consonance with the 
philosophy Behind tribal situation—tho shift from isoletion to assimilation and then to 
Tatoprtion With the mainstream of national culture without destroying their cultura identities. 
‘The nation’s resolution for development of tribal communities had its humble beginning 
uring. the fist Five-year Plan period: The Fifth Plan is @ landmark in_ the history of tribal 
development because ‘of the evolution of area spproach through Tribe! Sub-plan (TSP) 
tateoy which ensured a definite development Intervention and flow of benefits from 
Tulisectorel programmes. This petiod marks. the shift from wolfare-orlentation to develop 
mont-oriontetion. with the change ftom “growth-centred economic development” to 
economic development and social chengo” and then to "*human resourees development”, 
‘This period elso witnessed the emergence of MADA Programme for dispersed tribal groups 
‘ond introduction of Micro Projects for Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGS). 

‘As economic development and soclal development are complementary concepts, in 
addition to economic/moterial_wol-belng enhancement of quality of life wes stressed vis-n- 
vis the enrichment of quality of environment, Further sttantion was pad for the minimisation 
‘of social Inequality, for the promotion of soci justice to those who are deprived of thelr 
fnttloments tnd forthe reduction of exploitation of any Kind. It Is not that nothing hes 
beon achieved so far through tibat development intervention, But it is an admitted fact that 
‘our tchiovervonts fall below the lovel of our aspirations in apite of massive national effort, 
‘Thovo Is ail need for rethinking in our total agproach towords tribal wolfe and development 
Invlew of our experlancos which are replete with stories of success and failure. 

‘During this poriod Government of India put specie! emphasis on the development of Primitivo 
‘Tribal Groupe (PTGe). The wookeat and. most vulnerable ones were identified on the basis 
‘of thieo principal crite, such as pre-agricultural level of technology, low level of literacy 
fand stagnent or diminishing population. Til! the ond of 1977-80 o8 many a8 62 
Communities Wore Identified In various pars of the country, Each community has its unique 
foclo-ottuctural arrangement, dapirations, life style and culture. The Union Government 
provides Special Central Assistance (SCA) for implementation of development programms. 

In Orlsca Stato 12 (PTGs) have boon Identified till now ond for their development 16 
Micro Projects aro functioning, the oldest being the Bonda Devolopment Agency (BDA), 
4977-78 and tho latest ono i tho Poudl Bhulyan Devslopment Agency (PBDA), 
Rupodskudar, Baikoto In Sembalpur distict, 1999-04, Tho PTGS in Orissa State aro tho 
Juang, aor, Lanjia Saora, Kuti Kondh, Dangria Kondh, Hil) Kharia, Mankidie, Bithor, 
Todhe. Paud/ Bhuive, Bonde end Diday!, Our institut ie currntly proparing the ction 

fan for the development of PTGS for the Eighth Plan porlod, 

‘Tho paper on patter of land holding omong the major tribes ofthe TSP area in Orissa 
‘although besed on Universal Boneh Merck Survey (1978—80) data appears to be informatiy 
fn the absence of such up to dato data. The paper has the potentiality for comparison when 
focond Jog survey Is. attempted In future 2s. approximately one anda half decade is over. 
‘Tho paper authored by S. C. Mohanty on the Kutia Kondh women unravels. their position 
In socioty which is based on an. anthropologic! analysis and further, he hat highlighted the 
problem of ownership and inheritance of property as por their traditions end customs. 
M-R. Acharya in bis paper has chosen a theme which is very significant. Ho hes anelysed 
the proctss of socialisation of Kondh children through games. The paper has a bearing on 
the pre-school education. especially In tribsl context. Chitrason Pasayet has made a 
commendable ettemt in observing the Nuokhal Fostival and its rolo in tribe-caste integration 
find in veeagnising it 29 9 cohesive foree for the promotion of social solidarity. 

Besides those papers, the volumo contelns @ book: review. 


KK. MOHANTI 
Editor 


Pattern of Land Holding among Major Tribes Of the 
Tribal Sub-plan Area in Orissa 


(Based on Univer: 


Introduction 

‘The facts concerning the peasantisation of 
tribes of Orissa requlre deep Mistorico-sociotogical 
Invostigation for —apptopriate conceptualisation, 
‘There fs need for collection of information on 


prossure, land-man ratio, land holding and. land 
‘wnurw pattern, tho phenomenon of landless 

‘and the ke, " Howover, in the contoxtual frame 
work of Orissan tribal scone, wo may mark relative 

fendogamy, egalitarianism, inten 

Group solidarity, encysted. entity, inward-looking 
‘and limited worldview, although chonges have 
ben noticed during thepost-ind9pendonce patiod. 
‘The subsistence economy stil provalla in those 
‘toclotion prosorving olomonts_ of its uniqueness, 
simultaneously with the inroad of modern agrl- 
cultural practices. Tho process i also strengthoned 
‘through development interventions, which 
‘40 multidirectional, poly-contextual and mult 
dimensional. Various moasures in this regard 
taken up. Include the survey end sottlemont 
‘operations inthe remote and relatively Isolated 
‘and inaccossblo tracts, grant of record of ight 
10 the tiller, land grants to landless, recognition 
‘of usufructuary rights, rohabilitation of swidden 
Cultivator, land reclamation and land development 
‘measures, renovation of agricultural modo of 
production, ote, with @ view to assuring enriched 
Quality of life, In this contoxt, a probe. into the 
land holding pattem among the major wibes of 
(Orisea would indicate tholr production consumption 
‘nexus and thoir emerging socio-economic. status. 
‘The present paper ecks to meko an humble 
attempt, using the Univorsal Bench-Mark Survey 
(UBMS). data (1978—20) of THAT. t0 focus 
tho trond (although collected title more then @ 
decade back), as comprehonsive and up to date 
data in the desired line are lacking. 


Bench-Mark Survey, 1978-80) 
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thas boon envisaged in the Report of the 
Working Group on Development and Woifare of 
‘Scheduled Tribes. during Eighth Five-Yoor 
(199096) issued by tho Ministiy of 

Goverament of India (Novombert, (98 
thero je need to improve the’ agricultural 
Productivity of Scheduled Tribes which has 


‘alroady b90n emphasized by the workIng group 
Ie hes been 


during. the Seventh Plan period. 
stated thet the egricultural 
‘coupled with low productivity we 
with outward migration of Tribal workors from 
Tiipal Sub-plan (TSP) afeas. Their ostimaro 
shows that tho number of operational hodinga 
‘of Scheduled Tribes in 11. TSP. States hoo 
Increased from 68°64 lokhs in 1980-81 to 76°37 
lakhe in 1985-86 and the average siz0 of 
‘holdings has exporloncod.a downward trend, I. ®, 
‘rom 2-44 hoctares in. 1980-81 to 2:25 hectares 
in 1985-86.and this Indicates. marginalisation in 
tho land holdings of Scheduled Tribes, 


Basing on the population figures of 1984, 
Consus, thera were 16 numerically prepondorent 
‘major tbs in Orissa cach having & population 
bove one lakh. They ato the Kondh (989,342), 
Gond (602749), Santal (630,776), | Saora, 
‘Savar (370,061), Munda (398,937), Sheber, 
Lodha (329,207), Kolha (326,520), Parojo 
(287.183), Bhettada (247,709), _Kisan 
(227,990), Oraon (218,936), Bhuiyan 
(207,792), Bhumij (187,614), Bathud 
(147,967) and tho Korie (144,174), The: 
tribution of these tribes at the district level 
faivon in Table 1 shows that the Kondh, the 
Saota, tho Paroje snd. the Bhotiads have main 
concentration in Koraput, Phulbani, Ganjam and 
Kalahandi districts inthe Southern and South= 
‘Wester rogion, whllo the Santel, the Bathud, 
‘tho Bhumij, the Munda end the Kolhe are 


largely found in Mayurbhani, Keonjhar and 
Balasore districts in the Northern region. The 
‘Risen, the O:20n and. tho Bhuivan sre found 


«mainly In Sundargarh, Sembalpur and Keonjhat 


distcts. The Kharias are come across ia 
[Northern and Western disticts while tho Gond 
‘and the Shebar in almost all distiets of the 
State. 


‘The dota on the possession of land by the 
tibet households. have been collected during 
the Unive Bench-Mark Suvey in 1978 
covering all households ofthe Tribal Sub-plen 
‘ea Consisting of 118. development Blocks 
‘grouped. under 21" Integrated Tribe! Dovelop- 
iment Agencls spread over 9 davicw of the 
State. The suney hes revesled that out of 
731,403. tibal houscholds 167.096 (2284-7.) 
hovssholda have no land, 296,987 (4048 /.) 
households ‘have land within 25 scree. Out 
of tho romaining 267,900 houstholds only 47 
houscholds hove not stated the amount of and 
they hold and the rest 267,853 hovseholds fall 
to tho fio. different land sizes ranging trom 
26 teres to tbove 25 scree In vaying 
Proporting sucha, 158871 (21-447) 
housobolds falling 10" the lund size 28 16 50 
teres, 47.885 (84%) householde to 61 to 
7 acres, 42,903 (686%) households to 
76 0 125 crea, 17,410 (298 7.) _hovesholds 
to 126. to 25 wows and 2778 (037%) 
households. to above 250 scree, 


‘Analysis of data on possession of land by 
‘major tribal groups has boen done to find out 
‘the extent of landlessness and the pattern of 
land holding among the land owning house 
holds of 15 major tribal communities. 
Regsiding authenticity and accuracy of dato 
fone has to take the following fact imo 
account : — 


(0) Data on possession of land and other 
items Included Io the survey were collected 
through the Primary School Teachers after 
undergoing an orientation taining in the method 
fof data collection. They were required to 
collect data on land ownershio on the basis of 
record ~ of ight (R. 0. R.) wherever issued 
‘to tho owner of the land and from 
‘other official sources, like the VL We, 
RL or Panchayat Officers where, 
Survey and Settlemant operation was not con- 
ducted. As the coverage was huge it was not 
‘always possible to check the data forits eccurecy 
bby the supervisory staff ofthe institute. 


(b) A household owning or having traditional 
fight to euvee any exont of lend: (excluding 
the ewiddens) oven messuing les then one 
frre has been tested 28 land-oving house. 
hole 
Landlereness 

‘The lanclosnoss among the mejor vibes is 
Indicated bythe numberof lara householde 
and its percentage 0 tho. total Nousehod 
{Table 2 shows tho number” and. percentage 
of landless end ind-ovning households. "On 
the whole, 2268 per cont of the total house- 
holds emog them aro Tandlees.” Among those 
tibes the Shebar or Lodhe having 37°54 pet cont 
of ts households as landless topstho ist and 
the Santas with 1026 por cont occuny the 
lowest postion." Of the remeining communi, 
the Khond (3049 por cent), the Soore (31°11 
ber cent), the Munda (2632. per cont), tho 
Paroja (3665 per Cent), the Bhumij (25°18 
percent), and the Kharie (25:97 per Cent) aro 
above the average (22°68 per cent) for all com- 
‘munities end tho remining tribes, vz, tho Gond 
(17°72 per cont) the Kolhe (1777 percent), 
Kisan (1600 pe ent), the Oraon (10-44) percent) 
the Bhulyan (1662 Pet cont), ond. the  Bethudh 
(1335 percent) below i. Major tikes heving 
train coneonrtion in Southern Orisa have 
igher quota of landless households 
Land Owners 

The houtabolée having possesion of land 
watever quarity i may be, onthe bosis of ROR 
Sr vaditional ight, have been treated. ob ld 
‘wns. These houtaholds have beon atiied 
fon the busi of ciftrent size of land. tolding. 
‘Those households heving lind up to 28 tes 
have been termed as Margine Farmers and 
‘those hovng within the range of 28 to 50 scree 
{5 Small Farmers. Thote having more then 
5 acres are called Big Farmers, The Big 
Farmers ore funtirsub-divided into four sube 
category, viz, Sub-category | having land 
betwen § 10 73 scree. Sub-category Il Daving 
between. 75 t 125 sores, Subvcetegon Il 
having. 128 t0 25 acres and Sub-category IV 
having 2 sore and above 


Marginal Farmers 

‘Those hoUscholds possessing land up 102° acres 
hhave been termed as Maiginal Farmers for the 
present ansiysia, Table 3 shows that 53:47 
per cent of the lond owhing households come 
‘onder the category “Marginal Farmers” among 
the major tribes. 


‘Tho Table reveels that Bhumij and Shaber 
‘or Lodha constitute the highest percentsge of 
‘Marginal Farmers amongst the major tribal com- 
‘munities, under review, having 730 per cont 
‘and 7313 per cont respectively. In other words, 
their lovel of marginalty Is almost tho seme, 
Similarly, the Bathudi and the Kolha come 
under next tevel of land ownership, forming 
164 per cent and 6625 per cent 4 
‘The Kolha, Bhuiyan, the Santat and the Khond 
coms next within the percentage range of $3 
1058 and tho Kolha occupies the highest 
orition, Le., 68°81 per eent wherees the Khond 
la at the lowost position e639 por cont. 
‘The next percentage range which varies from 
‘4484 por cont to 4978 per cont includios six 
‘communities, auch as the Bhottade, the Kisan, 
Kharla, Munda, Munda Lohera, Paroja and the 
ond. The Bhottads record the highest percen- 
1290(49-78 pet cent) among thom while the Gond 
the lowest porcentage, ie, (44°54 per cent). 

From the Table, it also appetrs that the lowest 
percentage of Marginal Farmers amongst the 
‘major tribal communities in the sample is accoun- 
‘tod for by the “Oraon’ constituting 30-10 per cent 
‘98 against the highest percentage recorded 
‘among the Bhumij, Fe.. 73°30 per cent. 
‘Small Farmers 

‘Among the Small Farmers (those possessing 
land up to 2°S acres) the ‘Oreon’ constitute the 
highest percentage, Le, 3°40 per cont whereas 
‘the Shabar or Lodha from the lowest group with 


‘ogard thoir land ownership. They claim 31°23, 
er cont and 31°26 per cent respectively variance, 
‘Tho Paroja and the Santal come nearer to tham 
‘with 29°53 per cont and 23:30 per cant respect 
vvoly. Similarly the Kharia and the Munda or 
‘Munda Lohara aro almost within one range. ie. 
28°90 per cont aad 28.81 per cent respectively. 
Further, four communities, namely the Khond, 
Kotha, Bhulye end the Sethudi come under tho 
percentage range of 23°62 per cent and 27.44 
por cont with slight differences In land ownership. 
‘Among. these. four communities the Khonda or 
Kond or Kondha has the highest parcantage 8 
27°44 por cont, The lovost percentage is shared 
by the Bathucl. .e., 23°82 por cant. The Kolha 
and the Bhulyen occupy almost similar position 
‘whth 28,44 por cant and 28:03 per cont, rospecti- 
vely. The Saore is the singular community 
forming 20°09 per cent and thereafter comes the 
Bhumij with 18:64 per cent under this category 


3 


Big Fatmers; Sub-category ! 

‘As regards “Big Farmers’ the position of those 
‘coming within the ownership of land ranging 
enweon §1 and 7'5 acres is discussed In. the 
Present 
reveals 


‘Then the two communities, Karla and Gond fl 


in the same range. Le., 879, 8:31 and 801 por 
‘cont in thelr respective order. The percentage 
{for the Khond, Sental end the Keihs comes to 
7-90, 781 and 7-36, respectively. In 60 ft 
the Bathudi and the Ssora ore oonoemed the 
land ownership in this sub-estegoy Somes 10 
15°19 por cont and 5-03 per cent, respectively. 
‘The next community with lesser land extent is 
represonted by the Shabsr or Lodha with 485 per 
‘cent. The Bhumj occupies the lowest position 
‘leiming 371 por cont only. 
Big Farmers: Sub-category Il 

Households possessing land: varfing from 78 
10125 acres have been grouped under this 
sub-category. Table 6 shows the number and 
percentage of households and the extont of land 
‘possessed by different tribal groups. It is s8en 
‘hat the Oraon with 13:89 per cent ie at the top 
tend the Shabat of Lodhe with 3:33 per cent at 
the Bottom of the tibal communities. The Oraons 
are followed by the Pafoje with 940 per cent 
‘and then by the Munda, Munda-Lohara with 22 
or ent, the Gond with €:90 per cent end 
Kharie with 8:86 per cont. In addition to these 
KKisen with 772 per cant, the Bhulyan with 7-46 
per cont and the Bhottada with 7°50 per cent 
have higher percentage than that of tha tibet 
communities taken together (726 per cent). 
Besides the Shabsr or Lodhe, the Khosd (7-18 
‘per cont), the Santal (6164 per cent), the Kotha 
(617 por cent), the Bathudi (3198 per cent), the 
Bhuj (9-40 per cont) and the Store (358 per 
‘cent) occupy very low position. 
ig Farmers : Sub-category Ii! 
“The positon of the Big Farmars Sub-category 
IL, owning land ranging from 12°6 to 25 eores is 
reflected in Table No. 7. 


ee oe 


‘Among al these tibal communties the Oreon 
have got the highest porcentage, fo, 683 andthe 
Shabar or Leda os (ow as 0°78 percent, atthe 
bottom closaly followed by the Bhumij with 0-78, 
por cont and the Bathud with @'94 percent, Of 
the romaining tabal_ groups, the Kisan (2:49 per 
ent), the Kol (1°95 por cnt), the Samal (105 
for cent) and tho Saore (141. por cont) 
Below the percentage (288 per cont) for al 
communities andthe Gond (3.7 por cent), 
Kehond. (2-20 por cont) and tho Khavla (3/94 por 
cont) aro above It. 


Big Farmers sub-Category-IV 
Table 8 shows the position of different tribal 
communities among Big. Farmers Sub-Category- 
WW whopossess and above 25 acres. Among 
them, the Paroje with 16 por cent of its house 
holds possessing above 25 acres is at tho top 
Sind the Bathudi having 005 per cont occupies 
the lowest position. Tha remaining 13 tnbal 
communities record loss than one pet cent 


‘Tho ovoral position of all those. wibals 
‘communities taken together is indicated below) 


ABSTRACT 
Categories of Land Holding Percentage of 
Housoholds 
(@) Landlogs Househotds « 22-08% 
(b) Land Owners 
(i) Marginal Farmers; Up to 2°8 acres 347% 
(i) small Farmers; From 2605 acres 2705% 
(iit) Big Farmers— 
Sub-Catogary1 ; 511075 acres oe 828% 
(W) Sub-Category-tt 76 to 125 acres = 726% 
(W) Sub-Cotegory-IIl : 126 to 25 acres 2ea% 
(vi) Sub-Category-IV : 25° acres and above 3 ome, 
10000% 


Total 


‘More then one-fifth of the total households 
‘ro tandlosos while halt of the land owning 
Rousoholds aro Marginal Farmera and more than 
pnocfourth eve Small Farmers. The proportion of 
‘ig Farmers under Sub-Categories I and IV Is 
‘ory insignificant, 

Sizo of land Holding Among Major Tribos 
‘percentage of housoholds bolo 


Trio wi 
ting. to diftoront categories of | Farmote 

Presented in Tebjo 9. Position of diferent trib 
Froune on the basis of size of land. holding 


hond who aro the most signi- 


Shows that tho Kt 
lation and wide dist 


fioant tbo for its popul 
bation in all districts of 
cent of Ite household rotur 
16859 per cont of {ts land owning households 
poseoss land within 26 acres and 27°44 per cent 


within the ange of 2°6 to 8 acres, Ther sftor 
the percentage of land owning households drops 
down in the subsequent categories and onda 
‘with 0°83 por cont in case of the Big Farm 
‘Sub-Catogory IV- Similars the postion mor 
jas among the Seore, the Bhumij, the Khar 
the Santa, the Kotha, the Bhottads, tho Kisan, 
Bhuiye, the Bathudi and the Shabor, Tho 
GGond which fs tho second largest group among 
the vibde In tha State shaw better position with 
rogerd to possession of land, The percontage of 
landioss household. Is. only 17°72, Among the 
and owning households the Morginal armors 
claim 44:54 per cont and Small Farmers 31°86 
cont. The Big Farmers Sub-Catogoris 1 and. 

paratively higher qvota, Similar is 
fon more of less among the Munda, tho 
Oraon and the Paroja. 


A 
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ABSTRACT 


Category of land Owning ‘Number 


nd Percentage of Average size 
Housenols potcontage 10 Land owned to of land per 
total land total land land owning 
‘Owning household 
household (in aro) 
0 @) « 
4, Marginal Farmer 3 267,368 2018 136 
(6947) 
2, Small Farmor y 138,208 27 376 
(2705) 
3, Big Formor— 
(0) Sub-Catogory- avan7 1439 630 
(020) 
(4) Sub-category 36,908, 1011 98 
726) 
(6) Sub-category It 14.398 1921 1665 
(289) 
(@) Sub-CotegorV : 2.294 aaa 
(046) 


"An abstract given above will show the Farmers and Small Farmers coneieting 8112 


percentage of different categories of land owning 
households and the peicentage-of the extent of 
land owned and avrege size of Lond holding, 
‘Apart from the landless households claiming 
fono-fith of the total households, the Marginal 


er vent of the land owning households possess 
nly approximately half of the total land. Thus 
landlessness end possession of uneconomic small 
land holding among. the tibet communities in 
‘vibal Sub-plan area will not be congenial for 
agricultural pursult. 


TABLE 1 
Districtwise population distribution of numerically major tribes during 1981 Census 


Si, Name of the major tribe ‘Totsl_—Sembslpur Sundergarh Keonjhar  Mayurbhe 
No. Population 

(o) @ ® @ ©) © ” 
1 Khond, Kend, Kondh 999342 330,603 2184 i 197 
2 Gond + 002749117648 «39,977 59,136 21,787 
3 Senta - 530.776 at 7.282 41,194 403,423 
4 Seore, Sovar, Saura, Sahara 370.000 107697 1,368 «7,929 «2,903 
5 Munda, Mundo-Lohare .. 238.935 60.618 149,418 «35,628 (25,048 
@Shabar or Lodhe 329209 4,682 82g 14840 8,135 
7 Koha 926523 «3168 «3.790 124,473 143.726 
8 Paroja = 267184 u 62 " 
9 Bhottada or Dhottada 247,708 19 8 13 
10 Kissa 227992 118.007 95,951 62 
11 Orson +» 218,337 28.670 177.826 2.049 
12, Bhulyo, Bhulyan ++ 207,793 26,025 67,823 41,880 
13° Bhumij 187613 1246238 94,213 
14 Bathudi - 47970 19 79 82,480 
15 Khario or Kharian 144,178 31,091 89.297 14,988 
‘Sl Name of the major tribe Balagore © Cuttack Dhonkanal —Phutbani —_Balangir 
No. 

oT) @ ® 8) (10) on (12) 
1 Khond, Kond, Kendha 1976805" 26601 251.633 71,386 
2 Gond ” a 583 26,663 13,189 83,623 
3 Sontat = 59465 9,745 5.474 19 38 
4 Saora, Saver, Sat 1622-22019 20,298 «= 3363 48,807 
5 Munda, Munda-Lohara 6.600 26,705 17.486 428 4,250 
© Shabor or Lodha 3334 47473 -33,983 “180 9681 
7 Kotha 2382714231 10.115, 235 1,634 
8 Pareja 47 55 23 48 8 
9 Bhottada or Dhottada 3 6 7 3 

10° isan 9 189 11,602 3 45 
11° Oraon 965 288 a2 a 48 
12. Bhuiye, Bhulyan 1,290 a4 47 8 15 
13° Bhumij + 36530-5658 (3,796 18 8 
14 Bathudi 19418 684 a 13 1 
15. Kharia or Kharlan 458 ee 2.974 861 627 


Sl, Name of the major tribe Kalahandi Koraput. = Ganjam Put 


No. 
oy e a9) 4) (18) (16) 
“ — 3 
1. Khond, Kond, Kondhe =, 128,749 «909,281,848 ——98,708 
2. Gond + 1818828671 348 ne 
| 3 Samtat ey 33 1944 198 1,878 
. 
. 4 Seoro, Saver, Saura, Sohora 5695 45.940 9.201 35.410 
. 
. 
| 5 Munda, Mundo-Lohara , 4978 4610 62446 
| 
| 8 Shabar of Loaha 49,901 29972 112,622 13,678 
7 Kothe « 487 278 13 679 
8 Patoja a 19481 247,308 2 “a 
© Bhottede or Dhottada 5 18573 239,916 1 39 
40 kieen eh 101 135 a oe 
\ WoW es 60 7 27 in 
42 Bhuiva, Bhuiyon 3 356 378 238 ez 
43. Bhumi) 2 8 462 173 285 
14 Bathudl ef 20 33 6 198 
= 
18. Khatio oF Khe oS 720 268 " 1.126 
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‘Major Tribes Inhabiting Tribal Sub-Plan Area of Orissa 


‘TaBLE—2 
Number and percentage of Landiess and land owning households among the 


ry 


Tiipes (No, end per Number end Tow 
ceniage of percentage of hougeholda 
endless Land owning 
houeehoids ouschelds 
@ @ i) ©) 
Khond, Kond, 48.456 101,349 145,808 
Kondha (2049) (os81y 100%, 
Gon, Gondo 7317 33081 41,298 
77) (82°28) 100%, 
Santal 2298 72710 81,008 
(1024) (6978) 100%, 
Saora, Saver, 44128 31277 
Saura, Shara arty (68°89) 
Munda, eae 22.798 
‘Munda Lohara (282) (7488) 
Snabor, Lodha 1850 2879 
= @78a (6248) 
Kotha 9340 43,222 
a7, (8223) 
Paroja 19523 32,021 80,546 
665) (6938) 100% 
Bhottada, 9988 34.508 43,804 
Dhoteda 2085) (7945) 100% 
san 3808 20,408 24,292 
(1600) (8400) 100%, 
Or20n 2787 22008 26,405 
(1044) (6258) 100%, 
Bhuiya, Bhuiyan - 5270 28.037 93,307 
1882) (eure) 100% 
Bhumi = eaat 25,102 
(2518) 100% 
Bathudt — ai 23,386 
(1835) 100% 
Katia, Kharian 8802 19.494 
(2537) 100% 
Tota! + 148691 500,068 648,769 
(2268) (732) 100% 


TABLES 


Showing number of households, area and everage ares per Isnc owing 
household within 25  scres 


3. Ties Nucher and Aves pomtensed Average area 
No. poreontage of (in Ac)——per_tend 
4 howsaholds owing 
owing land households 
wp 1025 acres 
oy @ ) « © 
| + Rhond, Kond, Kendha = ane Tras 142 
(6389) (2024) 
| 2 Gond, Gondo S 15,136 227080 50 
(34) (1607) 
3 Sontat = 0377 v6,62e4 wae 
(6496) 382) 
4 Seoye, Seva, Seura, Sahara: 2700 26027" 123 
(coe) (3335) 
5 Munda, Mande Lohara * 10,881 sasee 197 
| 4600) 1595) 
6 Shabar, Lode & 1808 2.5084 133 
313) (6026) 
te 7 Koha = 25817 s24764 127 
(east) (82) 
8 Poroje - 14.589 210887 v8 
| (4558) 41) 
9 Bhottade, Dhottada S 17208 21313 vst 
4978) (1968) 
| 10. Kisan re 9a2t 137771 40 
(1818) 
11 Orson = 11,0865 155 
(258) 
12° Bhuiya, Bhulven “ 19.2188 v8 
997) 
13. Bhumije te 13768 15,9505 1418 
(7330) (3784) 
14 Bathudl 5 13428 16.7002 128 
q (6528) (2233) 
16 Khara, Kharion vs 70 84498 v8 
(4708) (1483) 


Tots! = 
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Taale 4 z 
‘Showing the number and percentage of houscholds, ares and average ar 
er land owing household within the range of 2° acres and 5°0 Ao. 
au Fie Taboo Numbar and Area possessed Average area 
No! poroontoge of (in Aa) per land- 
households ‘owing 
‘owing land household 
2:5 to 5:0 ncron 
“ @ O) CO) (6) 
1 Khhond, Kond, Kondhe , 27816 1,05,948'6 378 
74) 2761) 
2 Gond, Gondo 2 10,828 aon 383 
(198) (2942) 
3 ¥ 21,908 78,7878 369 
: (2930) (3314) 
4 Snore, Savar,Saura, Sahara”, 6,283 23,0878 367 
(2009) (280) 
6 Mundo, Munda, Lohara ‘ 6567 2458919 3am 
2881) (2674) 
6 Shabor, Lodha Ee 459 118809 368 
(17-80) (2697) 
7 Kotha s 10,987 40.9978 an 
(2544) (5000) 
@ Paroja S 9.456 37871887 
2983) (2513) 
9 Bhotteda, Dhottsda # 10.798 aan7 384 
(6123) (107) 
10 Kisan 3 0.410 23,9747 37% 
rat 6184) 
11 Ora0n a 7.898, 30,3303 04 
(33°40) (23:50) 
42 Bhi, Bhuiyen a 7.017 25,963°8 370 
(25:03) (26:30) 
13° Chumija s 3,500 12,3622 382 
(1864) (2907) 
14 Bathudi xz 4787 17,8968 300 
(23°82) (3442) 
15 Kheria, Karan : 4ant 16,681°2 980 
(2890) (ara 
‘Total 5 1,98,286 5.21,1819 37% 
(275) (2872) 
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: TABLE 6 


Showing the number and percentage of Households, Area and Average Area per 
Lend owning Households within the Range of 81 to 7'S Acres 


ma Tribes Number end Ale possessed Average atea 
os percent (ina) per land owning 
of Households Housenoids 
owning land 
site 75 Acres 
0 @ i) “ © 
{4 mond, Kend, Kondhe +» 8,004 90.4560 630 
(790) 1328) 
2 Gond, Gondo j 301 298819 098 
1086) (1649) 
3 Samal F 5.461 34,7068 on 
(rs, (1464) 
4 S1ore, Saver, Save, Sahare 1873 99208 oz 
603) (i217) 
5 Mande, Munds Lohero 2.628 16,0364 
4107) (17-00) 
© shabor-Loahe 125 40 ow 
* (495) (1242) 
7 Koihe 3189 19.7930 ont 
(738) (1482) 
8 Paice v 2813 179828 eae 
(67) (1203, 
9 Shortage, Dhotade ‘ 2.708 17.736" 640 
(601) (1329) 
ee 2,093 127178 028 
\ oo io7e) 
| 4 non : att 72,0079 on 
| (8:27) (1786) 
4} 42 huiya, shuiyan * 2,300 14904 62 
(e351) (1468) 
13° Bhumie Bi 037 43508 om 
| wn (102) 
14 Bothudt 2 1.082 004 o27 
19) (1273) 
| 18 khaie or khaian x 1.882 9.6089 024 
1075) (1668) 
> Tots - aa 2e1a2r3 630 
(628) (1839) 
" 
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TABLE 8 


Showing Number and Percentage of Households, Area an‘ Avarage Area per Land- 


‘owning Households within the range of 7 to 125 Acres. 


sk ‘Hives ‘Average aes 
No. et land owning 
Houtoholde 
wing land 
7610 125 Aares 
o ® ® ® ) 
1. Khond, Kond, Kondha = 70.1270 63 
(1838) 
2 Gond, Gondo 20178 968 
| (2085) 
3 Santat = 44,1685 929 
(1858) 
4 S1ora, Savar, Sour, Sanero .. toss29 ee 
(1323) 
5 Munda, Munda, Lohara 20.201 260 
(295) 
6 Shabor-Lodha 2 8080 997 
i (1283) 
7 Koiha 25,3589 961 
(1880) 
8 Paroia 29,3290 97% 
(1982) 
9 Shottada, Dhottada eS 25,1296 909 
(1883) 
H 10 isan ‘ 15,0200 953 
(1982) 
44 Oaon 31,7208 965 
(2659) 
1 12° Shuiya, Bhuiven 197414 oe 
(198) 
f 13, Bhumija i 56192 sto 
(369) 
14 Sti 20108 925 
(1529) 
18 Khar, Khavian 121009 9st 
(2032) 
rota % oO 
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TABLE 7 


Number and Percentage of Housedolds, Area and Average area 


‘per land owning households within the range of 126 to 25°0 Acres 


si. Tribes Nomber and Aroa ‘Average 
4 No. Percentage of possersed area for 
Households (in sero) _—_tand-owning 
owning Land household 
1216 to 250 Acres 
) @ @ ” oy 
1 hone, Kond, Kode = 32.288 55401 1679 
(625) (1882) 
2. Gond. Gonds aaa 19,0734 1687 
sn (1350) 
3 Sema! 1.198 19.5201 1629 
08) 21) 
4 Sara, Savar, Saura, Sopara : a 72862 187 
Z «ayy (e78) 
5 Mundo, Munda Lohere a3 138982 1647 
een Gaon 
6 Shaver, Lode 1s 906 1796 
2 074) ema, 
7 Koike s43 ieears 1648 
+ (195) (1018) 
8 Paroic - ares 206062 a7 
st) 
9 Bhowacs, Dhottede # so2276 1854 
(6268) 
30 Kisen a 8.3008 1637 
(10°35) 
11 Orton 1505 2.0824 1980 
9) 013) 
12, Bhuiye, Bhulyan * 876 13,6001 16:62 
oa) (304) 
13. Bhumije e 
14 Bathud a 
15 Khaia, Khsvin $5 
a Total “ 
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TABLE 8 


‘Showing Number and Percentage of Households, Area and Average Aroa 
par Land-owning Houssholds above 25 Acres 


si Tribes Number and aoa Avera 

No. percentage of possessed or 
households (in Ae.) ——_land-owning 

‘owning land households 
25 actos & above 

0 @ oy 4 6) 

1. Khond, Kond, Kondha 5 633 22.9881 3631 
(0-83) (602) 

2. Gond, Gondo 2 159 6.1913 264 
(oan (367 

3. Santal " 118 9.9254 aaa 
(018) (ret) 

4 i 8 2.0107 3008 
(028) (49) 

5 Munda, Munda Loha * 108 3.4967 92:90 
(047) (379) 

6 Shaber, Lodhe 4 1238 2087 
(018) «v98) 

7 Kolhe _ 417 3.9103 3348 
(027) (229) 

8 Paroje : 367 12,8630 3804 
118) (#80) 

8 Bhottada, Dhottada 3 178 6.0724 3992 
(082) (465) 

40. Kisan 4 89 1.9967 2890 
(028) (263) 

11. ora0n « 191 7.2067 73 
(os!) (ese) 

42. Bhuiyo, Bhuiyan 168 5.5428 2299 
(060) (681) 

13. Bhumije a2 1.5609 4977 
or) (67) 

14 Bathudl 2 10 185 31-06 
(005) (os) 

15 hava, Kharion ~ n 2.3877 3820 
(043) (408) 

Total a 2,284 90,2637 ee 

(048) (442) 
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‘TABLE 8 
‘Tribowise Percentage of Households Belonging to Different Categories of Farmers 


ge 


Tivos Percentage _ Percentage of land-owning households a 
‘of landless Marginal Small Farmers _6ig Famere Big Farmers Big Former Big Famort 
households Farmers (26 1050 Subsoatogory 1 Subeategoryi! Sub ‘Sub- 

Wp to25 —ecres) (G1 10 75 (7E—125) category Ml category V 
sera) pores) sores) (12810 25 (26 acres 


fcres) and above) * 


® 4 co) ) (e) (9) 
) 328 06s 
172 heh 3188108 a7 o47 
10m sees 990 781 +05 of 
Seora, Saver, Saura, So 3111 ees 200808 va 025 
Munda, Munda Lohora a ee cd 387 on 
haber, Lodhe Se ee ee on 018 
Koha 77 weet 544788 +95 om 
30s a6 2983 879 587 116 
42, Ohottade ee ey ee 296 os 
1600 e813 tt 990 249 029 
on 10 2010S M0527 6s oft 
Bhuivon ee 312 oso 
wie 731884 at o78 on 
13-35 8625 ae 519 094 005 
16 ° 2074708 28901075 300 o4 
otal Poet ee ee 7 (286 ous 
- 4 z 
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Social Position and Property 


Kutia Kondh Women 


1m those days, there is & growing demand 
to grant equal rights to women in the male 
dominated petierchal sociatig all over the word 
‘Tho former President of Indio, Mr. Fokiruddin 
All Ahmad In hls message for the. Intsmationat 
‘Woinea’s Year In 1975 has emphasized the need 
to improve the conditions of vast _msjority of 
Womn of weaker sictiona ving In Urban 
lume, curat and tbat areas, Anicive 14 and 16 
‘of the indin Coredtution has provided tor 
equality of women bufor law: This hae given 
tHeo to 9 host of proteativo 
safeguarding women egainse various. forme. of 
‘pression, exaloltation and dowry. harossente, 
plovislons of qual woges, gtent of quel 
ropeny rights, etc. A numbor of womn's 
voluntery organisations in. various parts of ho 
eountry havo been fighting for the cous of 


Feminlatic movomonta for tperation and 
equality of worn against agoold sexual 
disciminstion have started and gathered 
‘momentum in thls county following the Intor- 
notional tronds and an awakening hos been 
mado, But this movernant has romelned more 
of lass parochial and confined among the 
feduesied and consclous women of middie class 
‘and upper class while tho vast majority of 
disadvantaged women living In the. ural end 
‘wibel areas havo boon loast benefited by this 


‘All these Constitutional provisions. prote- 
tive laws, voluntary —agenciss, concessions, 
eservetions, trends and movomonts havo not 
yet reached thogs disadvantaged women, 
‘pecially those ving in the tribal societies 
who struggle hard to oko out 8 precarious 
‘subsistence. However, despito thelr socio- 
‘economic. disadvantages and deprivation, these 
oor, half-clad and impowershed tribal womon 
‘enjoy a relatively bettor position in thoir society 
‘than tholr sisters living in the modern and 
‘advanoad. societies, 
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8. ©, Mohanty 


The tibal cocieti¢w in Indio though by an@ 
largo patviorehsl in nature, covertly and 
foveitly widerstand, recognise snd honour the 
‘multidimonsional. invaluable and indleponslble 
tole of thelr industrious women in sll eapocts 
fof their life ne cultura, and therefore regard 
thom with dignity and oqualty, $0, rarely we 
find the unfortunate and. barbarous casee of 


bildo-burning,. j@rslo footicida and. infantickio 
‘of anyother kind cf tocitive om woman in 
tribal sociotios 


‘hip atlelo about tha position of women and 
‘hole property rlghts {nthe Kutia Kandh. socio. 


‘Tho Kutia Kondh aro.» primi eoeon of the 
Groot Kondh tiibo of Orlava Thoy Inhabit a 
‘wild, rugged and mountainous high Inne country 
ying in tho common ord of Phulban (Bolghar 


aioe), Kilehand! (Lenjigarh erat), and Reyagad 
(Chandragii atoa) dlewiets of Souther Orisa, 


‘Thoy aro 8 Dravidian tvibs vod spoak « Dravigion 
dialect called, “Kui”. Mout of thom aro Hlitarate 
‘and thoir lave of ltorocy borely.“oxcvede ton 


Pot cont, Thalt trditianal subsistanes Is derived 
primarily trom hunting, food gathoring and 
shihing cultivnion 


In tho malo dominated Kutia Kondh society, 
the womon on ono hand sro Not potmitiad to 
Inhorit property but on the other hand aro troeted 
ving aanote, say, 1 
thoir parante: brothots, 
signticam, contribution for tho sustenance of 
‘thoi families and society at large. Tho social 
prostigo and value of Kutla women are dotived 
from tho fact that thoy 910 hardworking, 
industrious, mon’s life partnots, home. makers, 
child beaters and rearers, They also. bring pride 
{and prestige to their paronts, kinemon and 
villagers when thelr prospective husbands 
parents end kinsman come to beg for thelr 
hands bofore their parents offering gifts of 
liquor and food and nogotisto the bride-prico, 
to finaliso the mariage. Tho boys side always 


tuyso pleas? and onterain the g's sido to 
‘obtain thair consent In this. one sided bergain. 
the balance haavity tik towards tho  git's si¢e 
Which? holds an upper hand to dictste terme 
to the opposite party. The g's side uys to 
trgct_as much as possible from the boy's 
side as a compensation for carting with = 
velasble apset of theit family and village. 


More women inthe Kutia family means ore 
swidden plots under cultivating possession of 


the family, larger production, larger forest 
production, higher camnings from vatious 
‘Souress and better economic prosperity. 


‘Therefor the Kutia society can not afford 
fs second cass citizons, They 


‘their mates and of their work and mobility. 
‘The consent of the Kutia woman is. necessary 
‘recondition for finalising her mattimony. 


‘The boy's family Is required 10 pay tho 
bride-priee (Jula) to the git'® guardions to 
‘acquire hor as their bride ag well a8 a working 
hend. This price is very high as compared 
tothe Kutia economic standards Hence. the 
‘poy and his family members can not afford 
to lian: oF dleploese the bride, lest, she may 

wn-her husband and etum to her parents 
‘or rlatives ct she may elope with not someone 
‘whom Sho likes and that will not only cause 
disgrace to hor husband's family but sso a 
‘reat economic loss, 


"The institution of lovirate (younger brother's 
‘matiiago with his deceased elder brother's widow) 
and sorarate (mariage with wife's Younger 
slater) pravalent in thelr society speaks in favour 
fof the ‘eocial and economic value of Kutia 
women. The marriage of a man with his 
deceased elder brother's widow saves him trom 
the heavy economic burden of bridé-price that ho 
hes to pay for scauiting a fresh bride, Further 
no beide-prica is paid for marrying the widow 
‘8 the women had already been acquired by his 
acested brother on payment of the bride-price 
Thus © woman ones acquired 2s 2 bride becomes 
the reoperty of ar tmehend's family unt her 
desth, divorce or romartigge. Moreover by 
marrying the widow the younger brother elso 
Inherits the properties of his decessed brother. 


‘Sorroreto is permitted undor similar considera 
‘ions. A man can merry bie decoased wife’: 
Younger sister if the git is willing. In this case 
the brido-price ig rossonsbly rolexad as the 
widowers in-laws have already been 0: 
rice at the time of ‘his first mariage in thelr 
family. The Kutlas say thatthe cleim of an 
‘widower to meny his wife's younger sister and 
the relexation of bride-price ic quite justified in 
jew of the economic lose suffered by him for 
hhc wife's dosth. Tho widowor's in-laws usually 
‘donot object to provide him their another gi 
because hi hes alrsdy Paid the bride-price once 
‘and it is their obligation to provide him 2 
substitute. 


Katia women cin not inherit immevable 
Properties. But they are entitled to take ovor 
‘the management of thelr doceased father's or 
‘husbands fomily end. property establishments 96 
long as they continus to liv with the respective 
families. It depends upon their marital status and 
place of residence. As doughters, sister whethar 
Lunmtied, widow. divorced or hancieapped, they 
‘have the right to be maintained in their family of 
‘orentation. As wives. daughtorein-lawe " and 
‘mother, thoy aro liable to be maintained in thee 
family of proctestion, over if, they are widows, 
‘been, old, siek ond invalid. Thole tight to claim 
‘maintenance is forfeited, when they leave thelr 
father's family or husband's family by tholr 
maniago. romaiags, elopment with @ lover, 
divorce, es the case may be. 


When @ widow romortios outsid» hor ox- 
thusbad’s family and linoege and a maried Women 
remartiog on outsider by deserting her husband, 
‘oF aloping with her lover, her husband’ kinsman 
‘demand a penalty from hor now husbend, This 
penalty is claimed as a compensation towards 
the locs of the woman who ia e velueble working 
‘hand ond an earning member whom they have 
‘ecquired after paying the bride-price to her 
parents and kinsmen. They eorvetimes resort to 
violence to collect the penalty from tho man if 
he dos not entertain their claim. Often the 
remariage oF elopment tekes ploce or the woman 
Becomes prognant by commiting scultory while 
staying wh her parents or cusrdians, In those 
‘caves her perems 0: gustdians are held resporssblo, 
bby her husband's kinsman against the lots or 
emege of thelt exxst ic, the women ond they 
became fleble to pay the compensation to the 


a 


later. There are several incidents in which the 
‘husband's Kinsmen have ettacked the house and 
ropreties of the wife's parents to tak» revence 
‘and recover their losses. In cose of illegal 
Dregnacy, the husband's Kinsmen hold the ection 
‘either to accept or rofuse to accept the women. 
If they refuse to accept her, they demand a hefty 
Penalty that is moro than two times of the bride 
rice they fad pad to scquire her and also & 
penalty feast called ~ Mahst ~~ Mehat ~ mecrs 
‘social prestige and in actus! prectico It is 
‘demanded for restoration of the social prestige of 
‘the agorived kin aroup and the villagers. 


‘Thooriicaly. © Kuta woman my not inherit 
ators! or her husbend's provenies, but. by 
‘vinuo of her right to claim maintenance fiom her 
‘husband's or paremal_prop=rtiee depending upon 
her place of residence and mivital status, #he 
‘enjoys some. residuary possessory rights over the 
properties. A widow offcistzs as the head of 
‘the household, assumes the guardianship of her 
‘minor childron and manoges the family establch- 
‘ment and the properties of her deceased husband 
til Nor eldest son becomes major to take over the 
‘mansgement trom et. A git who is the only 
child of her parents can claim x. shere from het 
Daront’s Preparties even after her mstiage if, sho 
‘and hor husband continue to stay with her 
porents. 


‘There ero some scope for Kuta women to 
poseoss their huabends” property individually in 
olvayncus housetolds. The Kutlo society 
ormits polvayny. A kutia man can marry more 
‘then ono woman if he has adequate meuns to 
‘support them. Though monogamy in the 
common practice, polygyny is not rare. in 
Dolyaynous femilies, the cowves becouse of theit 
feminino jalousy and quarrels with each other 

ty in seperate huts. Usuelly the 
cds wife called, ~Badii” stays with the hus- 
band and the younger wie called “Sani” tives 
lina diferent hut. It customary for the Sani 
‘0 obuy and respect the Badii, They may share 
common Kitchen or havo separcte Kitchens os 
‘they may like. In thoir separate esteblishments 


‘long with their chien, if thors are not 
‘enough swiddén plots of their husbend to be 
‘shared among them, they work jointly in the field 
‘and shore the produces. Besides that, the wage 
‘hry cam the minor forest produces they collect 
by their personal endeavour and their oernings 


from al other external souroes becomes theif 
personal property. These personal properties are 
managed by thom tll the time of their d2eth, 
divorce end remaniage and subsequently in 
herited by their respective children. She auto- 
‘matically forfeits her possessory righte in. the 
‘event of her divorce, remartiage and elopment 
‘with a lover. The income she detives from her 
productive assots ere her own, She may contt- 
ute a pert of her income to her husbend at the 
time of need, The paternal house, wet and dry 
lands, and the kitchen gorden of the husband are 
‘not divided among the cowives, Theso cre 
jointly maneged end the income constitute the 
common fund of tho family that is managed by 
‘the husband himself to meet all the common, 
‘expenses ‘or livelihood including those for rivals, 
‘ceremonies, food, heelth csre, education. repay. 
ment of debs, cic 


‘Though Kutia men ato legiiimere owners of 
property, i is ther women wo hold the pur 

sings of thelr respective familige and infact 
‘edminister he productive assets from Behind tho 
curtain. Their active participation in all. kinds 
‘ot economic activites and thelr significant 
ccontibution to the family income give’ thom 
average to ploy a decisive role in managing tho 
{amily alfsire. The Kuria economic system has 8 
‘mode of preduction in which their women play 
‘an important role thot tends 10 be found in 
‘andem with asystem of granting females zccess 
10 the major means production. It is thelr culture 
that determinss their sexual roles and position, 


‘The following fects about the extent work 
participation of ibal_women of Orissa 
ouoborste the importance of Kutla women. in 
Oris, the tribal women “work 16:5 houre of 
days, "After finishing . the houtehold activities 
‘they rush to the forest or to the field for 6-8 
hours on a Beck broking job, In tbo! house- 
hholds Where the (land) helding i more than, 
5 Sores, the women work in ths field and 
participate up 0.65 per cent and where tho 
holding is 1 to 6 scres tho participation of 
women is 88 Percent. ‘Tho dauchter (in the 
298 group of 16—25) end the house wife 
who is the owner of the house, work up to 
‘7 per cent end 88 per cent respectively, in 
{pint fomity the daughter-in-law goes to field 
(78 per cent to work ut their mather-in-lowe 
90 to field to work (62 por cent). Others 
‘generally look after the children or go to forest 
{© collect kendu lesves or siali leaves and other 
‘minor forest producs” (Acharye: 1992). 


emily purse. Ki 
prsonsl funds out of the produces of the land, 
tr9e, livestocks, kitchen gardan, forest collection, 
wage eatning sod the gifts and compliments 
‘they receive trom thelr ftiends and relatives 
which they spend mostly for purchasing clothes, 
fancy objects, cosmetics, oranaments. for 
‘thomsolves. and their children: and also for 
taking care of thoir childron. Somatimes the 
‘malo mombers of thelr fomiles. i. ©. thelr 
fathors, brotners and husbands taks loan from 
them ot the time of need. 


Kuti women can inherit certain kinds 
immovable properties. Daughters and daughter- 
Inclaws inherit the clothings, ornaments, 
utensils and other housthold assets from thelr 
‘mothers, grand mothers and mother-in-lews. 
OF cou'so. such inheritance cannot be claimed 
85 a motter of right but it is © tadional 
practice. The Kuta girl at the time of her 
maniege ons some gts trom, her parents and 
‘Gold and silver ornaments, 
Conmtcn, cbt, and ‘uta, ot. Thee 
sift items become her property which she can 
use of dispose off in any manner or share it 
‘with any one a8 sho may like, 


Despite all these, Kutla women suffor from 
contain soclel diaablities, discriminations and 
doptvations. Though a Kutia woman le free to 
‘choose her own mate, she must choose a man 
Dbolonging to her own ‘ibe but not Belogoing to 
‘hor own clan. In other words, she must 
‘observe the existing custome and traditions 
‘in this regard, If she monies a man of lowor 
Aste, say, @ man of “Dom community she 
is socially’ osteacived by hor family, kinsmen and 
‘community which renders her disqualified to 
fexerclee her right to claim any maintenance 
from her fathor’s or husband's propertiss in 
future. She is never readmitted into her 
‘community. 


‘Then thete are certain taboos and retrictions 
to curb the freedom of Kutis women. They 
‘must not do the ‘works lke ploughing, climbing 
the fooof of the house, climbing trees, carrying 
‘2 cérpse, conducting rituals end animal sect 
fices, sitting on a cot before her superiors, 
Jumping over the logs lying infront of house, 

“raking part in hunting. ter Howover, those 
disabities docs not affect tho tolative status 
‘and importance of Kutia women significantly. 


Kutis women are economically self-dopendent. 
‘They sre not dependent on the male folk of thelr. 
‘sustenance. Rather the opposite is true. They 
‘can live without the help of man, but, man can 
‘not think of life without them. They depend on, 
‘their mle kins only when they becomo old, sick 
‘and invalid. They” have achieved this etstus not 
by tholr beauty snd charm but by thelr economic 
independence end ther indispensible roles in all 
‘spheres of social 


This situation supports the views of Easter 
Boserup (1970) that, women's economic indo- 
pendence on man implies an inferior status it 


structure with 
‘economic relationships being the determining 
factor. Undoubtedly, the Kutle women’s accoss 
10 and even mote Important. control of resources. 
is one of the major variables favouring thoit 
prestige ranking. Boserup furthor said that 
‘under conditions of shifting cultivation in areas. 


The contrat issuo hore is the right of Kutla 
‘women 12. the important meane production such 
‘8, land and forest. itis soen that they have 


sito to thelr social moby 
full-fledged patriarchy i... control 
within and outside. the home, 
been consolidated. It is primarily 
‘based subsistence and 
‘s nome from this activity. 
‘this primitive. community, @ gender based 
particular within the house- 
“denote patiarchy. Women 
‘autonomy; violence sgainst 
ile control of land end its 
biased in favour of the malo, 
Fesidual rights for women andthe 
Yransition process that favours the greater 
exclusion of women gives rie to patiecchy in 
‘other societies. 


wil 


Inconclusion it is worthmentioning here 
‘that, its a difficult task t0 evaluate objectively 
‘woman's position in any particular primitive 


society oF primitive societies in general. In 


studies made so far, the etatus of women in the 
Drimitve societios have been micundesstood, 
misinterpreted and_ underestimated. According to 
Lowie (1921):" The conditions involved in tho. 
telations of men and women are meny sided end 
It is. dangerous to overweight one particular 
hose of thom.” For example. the payment of 
bride-prico being interpreted as 2 eale of bride 
‘ls not e correct interpretation of social tects, 


‘The most authoritative secounts of prientive 
pecples of most recont years have tended 10 
‘emphasize the influence of women. thelr sbilty 
10 hold their own, the esteom in which they aco 
hheld and their Important roles in the social lite 
(Evans. Pritchard; 1965), In this respect. Kutla 
‘women are not chattels. They sutfor from lessat 
‘number of feminine disabilities then the neigh- 
bbouring Hindu women, Altogether their position 
is for from being unfavourable. They enjoy good 
deal of freedom. 3 


Evens-Pritchard (1965) also held, +The 
primitive women hes no choice, end, given the 
Cuties that go with marriage is therefore seldom 
ble to take much port in publi ie. But if sho 
an be regarded as being at a. cisedvantagy in 
this respect tom cur Pein of view, she does 
fot regard herself as being 2 & disadvantage, 
And sho does nct envy hat _menfolk what we 
escrve os thelr privileges. She doos not desire 
tin this respect, things to be other than they a6} 
and it would grey puesta her Hf she know thet 
in out society many women ore unmeried and 
tillage” This i le tru for Kuss women Who 
0 not consider themselves. underprvioged | 38 
compared yo thelr mon and they “do not fight for 
‘social equslity and they 0 not want to be. like 
men. This situation eooborates the. cbeaiva- 
ore of ‘Lowic (1991) that; “Nelthor eupere 
‘ious eentimente nor man's physiet! superiority 
have prosuced » greater debarment. of primitive 
‘women, thet sh le generally welteatedene able 
to influence masculine decisions rogardats of ol 
theory as to he inferoty or mputity: that is 
precisely among some of the rudest_ people that 
he enjoys practical equslty with her mal 
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Games Viseo-Vis Socialization : 


A Case Study Among Kondh Children 


‘The main eritria usually adopted t9 distin. 
auish play from non-ludic ectviies shows clearly 
that play is not a Behaviour Par se, or one perti- 
‘cular type of activity among others. if this be 
80, play Would bo. ‘disinterested” or ae J. M. 
Boldwin says, “sutotlic”. It ie determined. by 
@ certain orientation of ihe behaviour, or by @ 
‘general ‘Pole’ of the activity, each perticular 
‘ction being characterised by its greater oF loss 
Droximity to the pole and by che kind of equill- 
brium between the polarised sandancies 


‘The anthropological study on education hes 
challenged the traditions! ideas regerding edu 
cation, opened new avenues in the realm of 
aychological investigetion,resuted in the refine- 
iment of cross-culturs! studies ta understand the 
‘educations! pattem and motivation of any 
primitive society. Margaret Mead was the 
pioneer in, this" field, whose work attocted a 
umber of psychologists nd anthropologists 
‘to words the subject. The rossarchers wmpnasis 
ties on the fact that the child borns with 2 clean 
slate of mind and is moulded by its culture to 
fit into its society Property through the process 
fof enculturation. MJ, Herskovits is of the 
‘penion that itis 8 process whose function is. to 
‘bring. Individual behaviour into line with the 
specific requirements of ¢ culture. 


“Play and pretence are vital nesd for child- 
hood, for which opportunity should be provided if 
the child la to be happy and healthy, quite 
Indopendontly of any further utility In these acti- 
ition” a8 Betrand Rassel coos it. Besides, it has 
{got educational yatue whieh creatae new eptitudes 
| childron and the imitation end pratonce prac- 
ticad by childron cultivate power significance and 
the loarning of things they have to doin thoir 
Dractica life, Ths is also cheerved in the case 
of the Kondh children of Mundapara in Phulpent 
ietrier, Orese. 


M. Acharya 
A. P. Mohanty 


The various games played by the children of 
the Kondh society cannot be considered as mere 
but it is @ source of learning apert 
‘rom boing 2 source of pleasure, By playing the 
the games with the play-matos they build thom- 
‘solves for thar future lif, They from some idaas 
‘sbout ther social life, such as rituals and the 
work thay fave to perlorm in theit matured lite 


Most sf games are played on the ville 
‘sweets, It is investigated that the following 
‘games are played by the Kondh children of 
‘Mundapar village. 


Bal Denti Dombi Kehinam, (Grinding of 
dust), sone type of game played by very small 
cmigron on the village road. “They gather’ some 
‘quantity of dust at one place and by means. a 
‘Stick (pahuruni) grind it. Generally girls Inthe 
‘age croup 8—12 years are seen playing. this 
game, 


Bal Maker, 's 2 game played very inteligently 
by the children of both sexes. They collect some 
‘amount of dust from a place on the streot and 
hhide a small broken pat called (Maker by the 
ands) inside this. They ask others to. find 
Ut the pisce of earthen pot. He or she Is 
considered t0 be very much Intoligent who could 
‘ind the Maker out of the dust 


Podhesi Kodi Kerugene Kahenam, is « play 
in which small boys and girls make animals ike 
‘butfaloos, bullocks, elc., in Jack leaves. "Somos 


‘mes two children make two. animels and make 
‘ham fight with each other 
Somtimee make buffatoos with jeck 


leaves, the logs and hors being made of staw, 
‘They make the plough in ataw and a rope In 
‘ial skin, They te tho animale in the plough by 
‘mans of rope and go out ‘or ploughing the field 
‘by pulling the ropa on tho street, The boys of 
four to eight years axe c00n pla, 


A Fan : 


Poshasi Kerugene Bijegens Onga Menjins— 
lea play in which st one place of village stext 
‘the boys mako Dharni (thoi Earth goddess) by 
putting in erect position, apiece of wood. A 


% buffalo made out of shia fruit is ties Upon thet 


Dharani by means of shiali skin. Small musical 
Tnstruments Changu made out of godt’ skin, is 
ployed by all the childron. They sacrifice tho 
‘animat_made of ahiali frit by means of 
potshied or knife and offer Its juice aa blood 
before tho goddess. After it thay pretend os. 
'W cooking and eating fish curry. The bovs of 
‘woven to twelve year tra soon playing this 
game. It i played just as the Kondh people 
‘used fo perform in Kodu puj, 


‘Mud) Sisi Kahinam— (to ide the ring) is 8 
{Game layed by both boys and gis, One boy 
oF git ie to hide the ring in one of his or her 
hands and othor childron ore asked in which 
itis hidden. The boys or gts who can tell 
correctly are considered to be vory cleaver. 

‘Ono Fish asks 


Person Answors 


the share” 2 


ext share” ? 


left 


‘Mahar! kaba—(Piaiyng the game NATU), bs 
‘common among the ohildren of four to eighteen 
years. Natu Is mace of wood at the bottom of 
Which an Iron pin is fixed. A rope is. rounded 
tightly around the New end it is thrown off 0 
that It fotates on the ground. Sometimes, 
there isa competition among the boys. They 
{throw the Netus at one place and watch whose 
[Natu moves for longer time. Sometime the 
player is praised highly if he can stop another's 

W- moving Nato by the stroke of his own Nat 

Todko gigi Kehinem—ls = type of game 
played by the children of both tho sexes 
Some children sit in one place representing 
jackfruite; one child represents the thiet and 


Oda Keti Kati Kehinem—is a game played 
‘very often by the children of both sexes, They 
raw a square on the suieet and five of six 
children stand on it holding one another's waist 
Inside the ines, reptessnting goats. Outside 
tho lines stands one child representing a human 
being. Children ropresenting goats move 
{inside the tines end the child ropresonting the 
humen boing move outside it waiting for getting 
‘chance to catch one of the goats, 

Theta is also another type of game Played by 
both boys and ghis. A big square on the stot is 
‘drawn on which all the childron except ono, 
‘stond representing different types of fies. 
‘One boy or git stands on the eental place of 
the square. His or her eyes are tied upon by 
‘means of 8 piece of cloth. All the childyon 
representing fishes move and the child represen: 
ting the human being moves to catch one of the 
Niches. When ho or she catches one of them 
bne oF she is asked some questions which he of 
she should answer in the following manner: 


‘Ni Media Poti” or “What type of fish you have got” ? 
Moda” or “Palu fish” 
‘Ene Aksdal Baga Giti” ? Or “In which leat you have distributed 


“Tterakani Baga Giti” oF “In sol eaves” 

""Beba Ambar Siti” or “Whom have you offered the frst share? 
Patarenl it” oF 
te Rebaga Ambari Siti” 2 or “Whom have you offered th 


“70 the Pata” 


‘Ma Mani Siti" or “to my mate uncle” 
“Ate Ase Boba Mane” ? oF “Whom do you alve the shate lft” 7 
++ "Ago Mane Gule Aju Baga Gina” or “Wo all will tako the shar 


‘another the guard in the fruit garden. The thiet 
comes and tokes away One jecktrult. The 
‘Quard runs after to. catch him. if he cannot 
atch; thon he ls considered en an ination 
o 


‘Sed/ Danju Kehicam— (to play tho game of 
maniage). is a game played by both boys and 
Gils. One boy represents the bridegroom, one 
‘it the bride and others os the relations of both 
the bride and the bridegroom. The system of 
Gonthi (the fosst and the mariage) te shown 
bby them in playing. This type of arranged 
marriege system IS called eonden sedi by the 
Konghs. 


23 


Shagada Tani Kekons Khonam, Is a game 
which means to play, making | of bullock 
carts, The boy childion play this In tho villago 
bby moans of som» iron nails, Ono sits on the 
art and othors pull it on tho stroot, it 
played by the children of ton to fittown yours 
old. 


‘Kojuni Kole Kebinam, is th> gore ployed by 
‘boys and gies In which ehildran sit in a ctelo 
representing guards and at the conte sit one 
bboy or ail representing a chickon, Another 
bboy acting v0 wolt, tes io take away tho 
chicken ffom tho contre. if tho guards are 
Intolligant, wolf cannot take It awe 


Besides those gamos there ary games i 
Bahu Chori, Cuchi, Dandu, Dadu, etc., which 
played by the Kondh children, Those 
‘Games aro also played by otho* seccions of the 
people. Hence, thelr discussion may be 
overlooked, 


Toys : By analysing the gamsa it is found 
{hat the Kondhs do not provide toys 10 the 
children excopt Natu and Changu. The toys of 
the children are mainly the Implements or things 
used in their socioty. These are winnowing 
fane, jecktrits, Pahuruni (husking stick), fruits, 


‘Most of the games playad by tne Kondh 
children cannot be ignored, because these he 
‘got social significance. Those ¢ 
Hoological aspects of their social life and 
culture, 


‘The Girl children winnowing out dust. by 
‘means of mall winnowing fans, grinding dust 
in Pahurani (husk'ng stick), otc show that 
{rom very childhood they are trained to_ perform 
‘these household dutios which wil bo helpful in 
‘hair futur tit, 


nd this gives 
thom an_ idea about these animals trom Very 
childhood, 


Ploughing the tield. pulling small. bullock 
farts, ete: give somo idea about agricultural 
‘operations to the children. 


In actual fifo tho chicken, goats, atc. re 
Important animals which are sacrificed In 
various rituals. These are sometimes stolon 
away by the thief or eaten away by tho wolf, 
So these harmful menor animals should 90 


‘Quarded, They learn thie from thelr childhood 
through play. 
‘Tho martiage system Sendan 
tual Kedu Jatta, tho procoss of 
animals. before Gods and Godde 


liiernalisod from tholr childhood through play 


Bal Maker and Mudi isi Kahinam “ 
‘gormes oro thought provoking and as such these 
‘10 helpful for tho ohildron to a great extont for 
Cultivating inteligonce, 


ferent propositions 
Patra. is offored the first sharo and thon cones 
tho matornel uncle's share following by ihe 
share of others. The. children from an early ego 
‘also understand the importance of Petra end 
‘maternal uncle in their sociaty. From vary 
childhood they perform all the works in sho 
play ground 

their futuro adult i 


Conclusion 

‘Tho following conclusions can be made out 
‘of the discussions made above with regare to 
the games played by the Kondh children: — 


(Tho game materials used are all 
locally available and hardly any 
‘material brought from outside, 


(W) To. sock ploasure is not the only 
Initiation ‘of these gamee.Thelr 
prima objective is to. tain those 
children for tholr future avocations. 

(ii) Through those games the children 
become intimately acquainted with, 
thoit socio-cultural fabric and toarn 
how to play sultablo rolos in uphole 
ding their ago old traditions in tholr 
day to day lito. 


‘of the games also provoke 
ion of imtaligence, 


(Those games, by offoring them an 
‘opportunity of playing. the roles of 
‘adults, help thom to find their own 
Idontity within the ambit of thee 
socio-cultural. surroundings. 
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‘Tribe—Cast Integration in Orissa : 


A Study of Nuakhai Festival 


‘Sanskiizaion, Aryanization and Hindulza- 
ton are widely introduced and developed by the 
‘scholars to study cultural chenge among tribals 
{In Indio. Such literature suffers trom a bles 
‘because it describes social and cultural change 
necessarily through the Brahminicel models. 


‘iso been influenced by the tribals in dliferent 
parts of tho country throughout the history. 
Sanskritc elements have however, received more 
‘attention in empirical studies. So, neither 
‘Sansicitzation nor tribeization exclusively te 
found to be helpful in explaining and under- 
standing @ cultural item. There is every possl- 
bility of tbat end Hindu elements co-existing 
Ina given cultural item such 2 festival. The 
co-existence may be due to Sanskitization ond 
vice versa, 


(Our hypothesis here is that the process of 
Sanskrtization is intimately linked with the 
process of tibalization i. 0, transformation of @ 
‘ribet festivel into a Hindu one and. thereby its 
‘edmlasion into the larger Hindu society. It 

there is fusion of two processes of 
Sanakitization and wibalizaton. Although 
‘easte-Hindus adopt ritual, they. 
do ot soo it es a case of desanshritization 
‘OF tibalization and thereby decresse in their 
bangs reypra) om apronraniana 
Dy putting senakritic eloments Into the process 
‘of transformation. Thus, they call it as the 
enhancement of status of wibel, festival. Our 
fendeevour isto study the tansformation of @ 
‘vibe festivel Into 2 Hundu one. it may. be 
furmiged here that the admission of @ tribal 
festival into a'regional Hindu world’ may 
‘come about without any drestic change in the 
‘cote elements of the tibal festival. In order to 
‘examine this formulation, in this paper we will 
‘anslyee the Nuakhai festival ot Sambelpur. 


©, Pasayat 


‘Agriculture, a8 It is generally all over Indie 
fs the main souree of livelihood of @ majoity of 
‘the population of Orissa, The mejor chunk of 
‘the Oriya population derives its. main income 
from agricuiture, ‘The greet mojority of iba 
Population ere cultivators or farm servants 
‘and labourers The important tribes of Oriesa 
ko Seure. Gond Binjal, Mirch, Bhumi 
Kond etc, are now setved egriculturists, The 
[Nusknai isan agriculture! festival 
‘end caste-Hindus. Though, 
‘observed all over Oriea, it has @ major influence 
‘on the feand culture of the tribal dominsted 
‘western part of Orissa. A visit t0 this region in 
the month of Bhadraba (August—September) 
‘makes one aware of the ensuing thrust of 
[Nuokhi festival. The literary mesning of this 
festival is esting of new ce ceremony. tis 
the day of rejoicing and meny-making for 
people as agricutlure Is theit main ocoupation. 
‘Singe paddy is the staple food of the people, the. 
rice crops suetain their hope and determine thele 
fate. So,a mon-agriculturst '¢ also that much 
concerned about this ritual as a cultivator i 

‘The significance and utlity of ‘Anna’ or rice 
in dally ite of Oriya is obvious. Tho Hindu 
‘cred texts also Identity peddy a8 a synonym 
of lite tet. 


‘Anna Brehmeti Hysjenet 
‘Annadova Khelwimani Bhutani Jayante 
‘Annena Jateni Jibentt 

‘Annam Prayantyabhisam Sishantth 


{he other name of Anna is Brahma. Brahme, 
is lewere, ie. God, So, Anna is Iswar or God. 
ech lifes born out of Anna. It is the soure 
of energy. After death Jive or anything having 
2 life, transforms into Anna. for others. So, the 
Sionificance of Anna is realised in every stage 


4 


4 


of life. Thus, it Is the souree of life, happi 
‘and 2 part of soul.) 
‘Abamanna Mahamanna Mahamannem 
‘Anamennado Ahamannedo ahamannedo 
‘Ahamanna Manna Madantama Orwi 


(God says that He is Anna, 1am the only 
receiver of this Anna. Whoever takes Anna, | 
‘accapt that) 


In view of the above quotations, It may bo 
iid that ivi tho econcrmy that determines tho 
cultural fo of people. The economy of rissa 
is based on agriculture. Its tho fit of the tol 
round the year that fulfils tho needs of the 
community at lage. Consequently, itis © matter 
cof groat joy for tho peasants and formers admiing 
tho fruits of their efforts. Tho colobration of 
Nuakho by tho ils may horafoe, bo viewed 
a8 a tabslzed version of 9 Hindu’ notion of 
“Anna or paddy. 


The now rico of the harvest is regarded os 
sacred. It stretly @ taboo for any one to oat 
‘tho now ooteal until coremonial rituals. aro pt 
fotmed for tho reigning deity, the doity is 
‘up. mastor of mistioss of their lands, according 

4+ 10 tho common peop! vorence 
‘and veneration to the relgning deity, the newly 
‘grown rice Is fist offerod to him or het; then 
‘tho ‘prasad’ mado from the now tice Ia. taken by 
‘the poopie before they eat their new rice. Poople 
believe that the coromonial rituals ore an ack- 
owledgement of the doity’s lordship over the 

14 the crop, In other words, it may bo 

ritual after” which tho 
nowly harvested rico gets the status of cons 

‘able item. 


‘Nuakhl ls one of tho most important annus! 
‘social and religious festivals of western Orissa, 
I: greatly influences the life and culture of 

no fixed day for the 


this aroa, Eatior, there wi 


‘the time when 
the newly grown Khar paddy. started. ripening. 
Evry voor the day and timo of tho observance 
was decided astrologeally by Hindu priests. In 
Sambelpur Brahmin priests est together at 
the Brahmapura Jagannath tomplo and ealoulated 
‘the time, Notably, observances of tho day 
Land time were not common throught Wostern 
‘Orisa. Tithi (date) was calculated in tho name 
of Potaneswari in Patnagarh and Balangl, Suro- 
‘worl in Sonepur, Manikeswari in Bhawani 


Patna and soon, So, # common day of obser~ 
‘vance was hardly found in all the places 
In some cases, the time of celebration was 
fixed in the namo of the locsl zamindar or 
‘gauntla of the village, once the day was fixed in 
‘the nam® of the reigning deity of that area, It 
shows how elforts were made in the post to 
reflects 
‘Society in 
‘and dominance of 
men of the villages over tho 
people. According to the local souree, such 
feudal hangover stil exists in ome villages of 
‘western Orissa, 


‘Tho Incomoration of Hindu Idee of strology 
In the reckoning tith) or an auspicious day or 
time may. be viewod as a later dovelopment, 
‘Most probably, when the caste-Hindus. stated 
‘migrating thenthe local tlbes adopted the idea 
‘of astrological caloulaton of tth for tho Nuckhab 
festival. Similarly, when casto-Hindus » adopted, 
‘Nuakhai from tho tbs, thoy had to. put some, 
sangkrfik elomonts so as to mako It acceptable 
to caste-Hindus, However, there was an 
fattompt mode duting 1960 10 fix up. & common, 
Lit for this festival all ovor the wostern Oris 
tempt was not workable, .Onco 
‘gtin, an attempt wos mode in 1991. and 
Bhedrava SuklaPoksho Penchami.tthi woe 
fixed for Nuakhai festival Singw then, the 
feaivat has boon colebrated on. that doy for 
which the Government of Orisoa has declared 
‘ono official holiday also, 

‘Nuakbil is colobrated both at community ay 
wll as domestic levels. Tho ritual. Is. offered 
{ict atthe tomple ofthe reigning dolty of the 

the vilage deity. Thon. thoy worehip 

tive homo and offer rtuale to. the 

‘long with Laxmi, the. deity. of 
the Groat Hindu Tradition, 

Nuekhai has a rich and glorious tradition of 
ite own that has beon obsorved more or ls "by 
all the mojor tribes in. contrel and. eastorn Indie, 
fof course, with a slight diforence in th 
nomenclature. The instance can be given of 
eth Nawakal among tho Oudh Khatla and 
Pahari Kharia, Nawakhani among the Oraon and 
Birla (Singh, 1982:24,74), Jom Nawa among 
the Munda (Singh, 1982:74) and Binja, Janthor 
‘or Bajher-Horo Nowai by the Santhal (Singh, 
1982:74), Gondii Nawskhani by Chistian pale 
‘of Ranchi district, Nawa by the Bitia, Newa Jom 
by the Bishor (Singh, 1982:75), Dhan Nawak ant 
bby Korwa (Singh, 1982:27) and e0 on. 


a 


‘Russel and Hiralal (19752326) have montioned 
‘about the Nawakhan/ fesival of tho Paraja, @ 
‘small tribe found in the Bastar region and Orisse. 
Gautom (1977) has also mentioned about the 
‘RoW corn offering and eating rico of Santhals in 
Santhal Pargana which thoy call Jom Nowa 
‘Das Gupta (1978) has noted the awa ceremony 
Of the Bisa, @ section of the Asura tibe of 
Chhetanagpur. Bhaduri (1944:149-60)gives a 
‘hort note on tho celebration of this fstival 
known a8 Kewojom among the. Munda. 
‘Chatterjoo (1984348) has identified thie festival 
‘of Tripura known as Mikate/ where M/ stands 
for paddy and Keta/ rofers to now, It is 
‘olabrated in the month of Aswina (Soptember- 
October). In Bongal and In tho coastal districts 
‘of orisea, this fostival Is called nabanine by casto- 
Hindus." Nonatheloss, tho main objective of thie 
festival isto got socal sanction toa now crop, 
‘and als0 10 invoke the doltios to bless the (end 
with abundant crops. 

‘The Nuakhai can be studied through the 
concept of ‘spread’ givon by Srinivas (1952). 
‘The wide prevatones end popularity of the 
Nuakhal ritual among the caste-Hindus thor 
then tribsls of Orissa, however, indicate that it 1¢ 
sanskitsed. The mode of ite observance and 
the numerical dominance of the tibet people 
[in the past in Orlsea and western Orissa in 
‘particular support the argument that Nuskhal was 
bsically a tribal festival and that tho casta- 
Hindus gradually incorporated it in thelr fold 
‘when thoy came in wider ‘contact with the 
aboriginals of western Orisa, Tho fact of @ 
fhxed time of obsarvance decided astrologically 
by Hindu Pundits also i ‘strong. influance. 
of Hindu ideas in later phase to givo it a 
‘anskrtic colour and Imago, whon the festival fe 
Celoprated in a mass scale in wostorn Orissa, 
te porhops, essontal for thom that a tbl ritual 
could have got e place in tho Hindu religious 
‘culture in Oro. 

It la commonly aaid that orginally the Hindus 
were celabraing the Nuskhal of Nuakhia 
{astival. Ovor long poriod of intoraction betwoon 
tribals and non-tibala in Orlesa, tho. tibale 
orrowod thie ait from casto-Hindus. Bo. that 
18 M may, ono point is cloar thot it is. tho tibes 

1 than the common Oriyas who are eolabrating, 
‘At present this festival, Socondly, as it is the 
‘caso with all aboriginal tribes, there was no fixed 
Point of time for colobration til 1991. Thirdly, 
Ft appeers that tho word ’Nuakbhai’ has @ lot of 
‘similarities with tho tribal names given tor th 
‘Samo fostival outside Orissa, as discussed calor, 
‘ory likely, Sambalpuri name ‘Nuakhal’ has been 


borrowed fiom the tribal names of the same 
titual and given @ regional content, Fourthly, 
‘during Nuakhal day people celobrate their dinnor 
‘at night with non-vegotarian food, Eating. of 
‘non-vegetarian food during tho celebratian of 
Hinds religious festival Ie 
ot permissible. There iso 
saying that if a porson docs not 
‘meat on that day, he/sho will be born 
‘baka, i, swan In the next life. Significantly, 
people itrespectivo of their caste beck-ground 
‘at meat on this day, Although, it is_thcally 
‘undetsirablo on the part of @ Brahmin to havo 
non-vagetarian food, he does not mind to ecoupt 
4 on this day. In these days, of course, meat= 
‘ating has become a general phonomenon 
‘among the people ofall castos, 

Tho basic idea behind Nuskhel—Performenco, 
‘of ritual coromonies before eating new paddy, 
which fs derived from a Hindu tradition —w 
‘aslly absorbed by the tribals becouse they w 
‘leo sottled agrculturists. It cooms that the 
tbls started eslobrating the new rico eating 
‘ceremony as usual in diferent names when they 
became settled agriculturists, This Idea of 
‘coremonial eating of new peddy wis epplied in 
other areas also. For instance, in the Gundikhal 
festivai held on the full maan day of the month 
‘of Phagun, i. @, Phalguna (February-March), the 
people of waster Orissa do not astmango before 
offering it ritually to the doity. in sum, efforte 

calebrations of number of 

which might have beon non- 
‘their origin and essen: 
On the occasion of Nuathal tual, caste 
Hindus worship Laxmi along with thsir fam 
dolty. It is the houschold dimension of this 
festival, An important charactoristic and simi- 
larity of this ritual Is the mother worship’ 
Nuakhat festival is not confined to any pavicular 
‘ethnic group oF community in western Orissa, itis, 
‘above all, @ mass festival in torms ot its collec- 
tivo nature and the sincore involvement of tibals 
{and easte-Hindus in wostern Origsa, whereas out 
‘ido this region itis not a mass based festival 
‘and. is confined in any places. largely to 
family and group only, 
fostival which brings ‘tiendship, equality, hole. 
‘co-operation and envi 
‘of tha region It helps to renew the social bonds 
‘and thus strengthen the gociel 60 
‘other words, -Nuakhai” 


tion, which give foundation and fosters 
to lead a poacetut lite. 
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‘BOOK REVIEW 
SACHINDRA NARAYAN (ED.) 
Jharkhand Movement 
‘Origin and Evolution 
Inter-India Publications, D—17, Raja Garden 
Now Delhi-110015 
1992, 208pp, A Ust of Books on Bihar (Biher Unveiled), 
‘The Tibal World Expolored (Book List) 
(Tibat Studion of India Series: T 157) 
ISBN 81210 —-0290-7 (Pric> Rs. 260/-) 
Bosides the preface and Introduction, the book under review. contains two sections, one 
a Hindi and the other in English. There are 8 oricles writan in Hindi end 11 in English by 
various authors. Tho introduction witten by the editor highlighte the eoncvptuai frame of tho 
Sharkhond movement and the Diku-th> economically better off non-tibela who “are engaged 
in th? exploitation of tae tibale”, although not relevant in the presont context. Further, the 
fditar ls of the opinion that thro js hereraganelry in culturos of different groups and he hints 
that tie ‘mavament is yat to touch the cibals very deeply’ 
‘The Hindi section of the book contains the articles of eminent personalities whose voice 
matters in shis mavemant. Tae pazee contributed by Sivi Sibu Soren, Member of Paciament 
‘and the President of the Jharkhand Mukti Marcha (5), advocates for the formation of Jharkhend. 
‘State, so that thare will be reduction of exoloitation on tribal people. The paper by Shei Suraj 
Mandal, Moms: of Parliament and Vieo-Prasident of J..M.M. (S) Plaads for a sepava 
Jharkhand Stat> which would solve the proslems involved. While giving a. sketch of the 
‘harchand movamsat, Padmasives Bhagabat Murmi speaks for over-all develooment of the 
people. in the area. The raslity of the movement hoe been porvayed by Shi Anand Madhat 
Shi Vipandra's artcis on the movemont hints on the rasliiss of the "jesus. the urgency of 
precationary msasures and pleads for non-violene> Shi SK. Moitfa looks Jharkhand movement 
} fn the contort of the tradition and cultur> af the Chhotnagour wibas. Shri B. K.‘Sinha_in_ his 
} article examines whether thate Is the n2cossty of th> solution of the problems of tubal Bihar 
‘of the Jhakhend Seats formation The aricle conuributed by the Central Working Committee 
i) Of the Jharkhand Chambar of Commorcs and Industrios states tne Jharkhand Problems and their 
solution. 
‘The English. Section of the Book starts with the artcla on “A Note on the Administration 
‘of Scheduled Areas’ by H..P. Vonkst Subasiah, ths ox-Govarnor of Bihar and it states the 
the Constitutional frame and a Model Rugulation for Administratation of Scheduled areas under 
the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution which is exvomaly instructive. In the aniele captioned 
138 ‘Origin and Evolution of Jharkhand Movement’ Shri Ramashish oy states, “wnat we need, 
today |s National identity not” sans of the soil” Identity in his concluding remarks aftor 
discussing briefly the movement. Shri A.X. Jhe's paper gives an oudine of the Jharkhand 
Polite of Bihar. Siri Nil Ratan naiyges Jharkhand movement In the context of social 
movemonts in a wider prospective, Smt. Shofali Roy makes» Critical analysis of the problem | 
Gnd. staios,, “let us ty and. find 2 Jhwkhand solution not 9 separate Jharkhand Stato”, 
Describing the Jharkhand movement. Shri 0. D. Gurs speaks on the need for giving mph 
‘9n educational and socio-economic development of the region. Shi R. N. Mishra describing the 
‘Iharkhand movement In Ocogo investigates into “the ethnie and social buses of the Projoctod 
‘tub:nationalism of the people. cscrm": The paper on Forest Andolan in Singhbhum by 
Shri Muthew Arvoparamait Is thy longest one and discusses elaborately the Cruy of problems 
‘conexrcing forsst vie-a-vis tribes, The paper on Jharkhand movement at the Cross Road by 
Shi Naval Kisnore adyoeats for a separate State for an overall development of the region. 
Rajaram Singh in his paper asks se to why thors is Jharkhand movement in West Bongal 
states that tho creation of Jharkhand Stato is justifio 
‘The edited volume incorporating sho realty of tho problem conceived by a host of eminent 
choles, social aslontists and activists will be of immense help to research, 
scholars In future. 
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